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vast amount of strata that remain unexplored ;
by the igneous changes through which the
lower strata have passed, and by similar causes 5
while the doctrine of gradual evolution of all
species from each other is held to be strongly
confirmed by the absence of man and the
higher mammalian types through all the earlier
stages of geological history.

This doctrine agrees naturally with the creed
of direct atheism, which denies the existence of
a Creator; and of indirect atheism or Posi-
tivism, which leaves the being of God an
open question, incapable of being solved, and
practically unimportant, and confines all re-
ligious truth to the solitary maxim that there
is some inscrutable Power of which nothing
can ever be known* But the view may also
be hold along with Nomotheism,, or that
modified Theism, which reckons all direct,
periodic interference of God with the uni-
verse an impeachment of His perfect fore-
sight, derogating from His wisdom as the
Supreme Artificer. Its disciples maintain that
it is unworthy of the Divine^ "Workman to con-
struct the machine of the universe in such a
wi/jr as to need repeated repairs from His more
immediate hand; and that it would be a nobler
triumph of wisdom and power to construct it